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Dear members and friends of our Congregational Church of Grafton: 

 Time.  
 It's November.  It's the time of year when Daylight Saving Time ends, and most residents in our 50 States change their 
time pieces to coincide with a new timetable. 

 The sacredness of time is recorded in both the Old Testament and the New Testament: 
For everything there is a season and a time for every purpose under heaven.  (Ecclesiastes 3:1) 

Be careful then how you live, not as unwise people but as wise ones. 
Make the most of time, because days are fleeting. (Ephesians 5:15-16) 

 The significance of time is expressed in literature and in poetry: 
The two most powerful warriors are patience and time. 

(Leo Tolstoy, War and Peace) 

 Take time to think.  Thoughts are a source of power. 
 Take time to play.  Play is a key to perpetual youthfulness. 
 Take time to read.  Reading is a fountain of wisdom. 
 Take time to pray.  Prayer is a source of power in triumphs and in trials. 
 Take time to love.  Loving is what makes life livable. 
 Take time to laugh.  Laughter is the music of the soul. 
 Take time to give.  Any day of the year is too short for selfishness. 
 Take time to do your work well.  Pride in your work, no matter what it is, nourishes confidence. 
 Take time to show appreciation.  Thankfulness is the frosting on the cake of life. 

(Martin Greyford) 

 

* * * 

 By holy coincidence, the month of November offers opportunities for all in our faith community to “take time” to do all 
the above, especially to pray: 
 November 6 - Third Sunday of Commitment Season  
   “Whatever Is Honorable?” - Take time to think and to read. 
 November 13 – Commitment Sunday 
    “Be Rich and Famous in the Realm of God” - Take time to love and to give. 
 November 20 – Thanksgiving Sunday 
   “Best Day Ev-ah!” - Take time to laugh and to show appreciation. 
 November 27 – First Sunday of Advent 
   “Jesse Tree Ceremony” - Take time to do your work well and to play. 

 This month, may we all take time to be with one another in some way within our faith community.  Time has a way of 
showing us what really matters.  

  
 

 Shove from the Dove           Beside you in the journey of faith, 
            Rev. Dr. Barbara Therese   

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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                       Change of Zip Code for Mrs. Gail Poler 

Be grateful to those who bring joy. 
They are soulful gardeners whose nurturing moves our own souls to blossom. 

Mrs. Gail Poler, 
long-time church member, long-time friend, and long-time soul nurturer, 

has a new residence and mailing address: 

865 Central Ave., Apt. A503 
Needham, MA  02492 

Gail remains 
a church member, a friend and a soul-nurturer... 

                         simply in another zip code. 

                               Gail will forever cherish hearing from her friends in 01519. 

                                 Friendship is the purest love. 

                            * * * * * 

 

                              Calling All Christmas Pageant Characters! 

                                   'Tis the season to re-create the Story of Christmas! 

 Event:   Christmas Pageant at the Congregational Church of Grafton  
     on Sunday, December 18, at 10 a.m., in our sanctuary  

 Cast Members Wanted:    
   Angels    Shepherds   Magi 
   Angel Gabriel  Innkeeper  A Star 
   Baby Jesus  Mary   Joseph 

 Support Staff Needed: 
   Costume Assistant   Prop Assistant   Script Assistant 

 Schedule of Pageant Rehearsals: 
 1.  Sunday, November 27, at 10 a.m.  3.  Sunday, December 11, at 10 a.m. 
 2.  Sunday, December 4, at 10 a.m.  4.  Sunday, December 18, at 9 a.m. 

 Contacts for Pageant participation: 
 1.  Mr. Kayson Jones, Minister for Faith-Building:   
      Email:  sirkayson@gmail.com  Cell:  508.926.9715 

 2.  Mr. Justin Cotter, Chair of Christian Education Committee: 
      Email:  justinscotter@gmail.com  Cell:  781.588.4757 

 
If you and/or a family member want to participate in our Christmas Pageant on December 18, 
 please call, text or email Mr. Kayson Jones or Mr. Justin Cotter by Wednesday, November 23. 

 
...to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  (Luke 2:11) 

* * * * *  

mailto:sirkayson@gmail.com
mailto:justinscotter@gmail.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Holy Happenings in November! 
Faith-deepening events in our community 

during In-Person and Online Services on Sundays at 10 a.m.  

Connect with us at:  facebook.com/UCCGrafton/  

November 6 = Third Sunday of Commitment Season and “Whatever!” Sermon #2 
Sermon:  Whatever Is Honorable? 

                             On this third Sunday of our Season of Commitment, 
                             gather with us as we explore “whatever is honorable” 
                              as part of our newest Bible-focused Sermon Series-- 
                                           the “Whatevers” in Philippians 4:8. 

Additionally, we celebrate the Feast for All (aka The Lord's Supper). 

* * * 

November 13 = Commitment Sunday 
                            Sermon:  Be Rich and Famous...in the Realm of God 

                          On this Commitment Sunday, the final Sunday of our Season of Commitment, 
                           gather with us as we explore the difference between 

                           giving from our excess versus giving from our essence. 
                            Additionally, we dedicate our pledged support to our faith community 

                             in the coming fiscal year:  2023. 

* * * 

November 20 =  Thanksgiving Sunday and “The People Speak”  
Message:  Best Day Ev-ah! 

       Presenter:  Erin (of “Happy, Joyous and Free” Twelve-Step Organization) 
                                     On this Sunday before Thanksgiving Day, 
                  gather with us as we hear an inspiring message of daily gratitude-- 
        a lesson of thankfulness learned while uncovering, discovering and recovering. 

Additionally, we name and claim our own personal “gratitudes.” 

* * * 

November 27 = First Sunday of Advent and Hanging of the Greens 
                   Jesse Tree Ceremony 

                   On this first Sunday in the Season of Advent, 
                     gather with us as students and Christian Educators craft symbols 

                       representing Old Testament prophecies of the promised Messiah. 
                    Students then hang the symbols on our Sanctuary Tree 

  while the Narrative—explaining each prophetic symbol—is shared aloud. 
Additionally, young church members and friends decorate our Sanctuary Tree 

while Christmas carols provide a musical backdrop. 

* * * 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Mission and Outreach Committee: 

Thank You for Kindness You Have Given! 

Bless You for Kindness You May Bring! 

  

            The Mission and Outreach Committee (MOC) of our Congregational Church of Grafton says a hearty “Thank you!” to 

all who donated back-to-school supplies for our recent “Operation Backpack Project.”  Because of your generosity, children in 

Worcester County have benefited and children as far away as Jamaica will benefit from our mission project. 

  

            In late summer, the MOC was able to fill 25 backpacks with school supplies.  Of these, ten backpacks were hand-

delivered to children in the Worcester County here in MA.  The remaining fifteen backpacks, along with art and crafts resources, 

will be mailed to young students at a school in Jamaica:  Aunty Chan's Learning Center.  This newly opened private school is 

located in the parish of St. Catherine in southeastern Jamaica. 

  

            The MOC is also collecting items for “Operation Christmas Child.” (Please see following article for link to Samaritan 

Purse's comprehensive instructions.)  Below is a list of items you may donate to fill shoeboxes to make brighter smiles of  

children all around the world: 

  

1.  Get a standard-size shoebox to pack for a girl or boy. 

2.  Select a quality “Wow!” item, such as a doll, a toy, a soccer ball with pump, or a stuffed animal. 

3.  Pack the shoebox full with other fun toys, hygiene items, school supplies and arts and crafts supplies. 

4.  Most especially, pray for the child who will receive your gift.  Include a personal note and/or photo to delight the heart of the 

child. 

  

NOTE:  All items for “Operation Christmas Child” must be delivered to Fellowship Hall in our church by noon on  

November 20, 2022.  Contact person: Barbara Gow. 

  

            The MOC continues to support the Grafton Food Bank by donating non-perishable food items in the “Sharing the Light” 

Food Collection.  Continue to donate food items to this year-round project while we seek to share kindness with families  

experiencing food insecurity—from January through December. 

  

            Stay tuned for other mission projects and opportunities that our MOC will offer as we draw closer to Thanksgiving, 

Christmas and the holidays! 

 



 

 

 

 

Thanksgiving Food Basket Drive 
 

The thankful heart opens our eyes 
 to a multitude of blessings that continually surrounds us.  (James E. Faust) 

 

It’s here again!  A time to be thankful, a time to be grateful! 
  
The Mission Outreach Committee (MOC), in collaboration with Pernet Family Health Service, Inc., will assist food-insecure 
families with Thanksgiving Gift Baskets this season. 
  
We are blessed and pleased to report that, based on local contributions to the Pernet Family Health Service last year, 11,257 
pounds of food were delivered to 288 food-insecure families during the Thanksgiving season of 2021. 
  
In this holiday season of need as well as an opportunity to meet that need, the MOC invites friends and members of our faith 
community to contribute a Thanksgiving Food Basket.  (This basket may include a Gift Card or Gift Certificate for a family to 
purchase a turkey.) 
  
NOTE:  Food Baskets must contain only non-perishable food items. To ensure a timely delivery before Thanksgiving Day 
(November 24), all baskets must be delivered to our Fellowship Hall by noon on Sunday, November 20, 2022. 

  

Bless you for your generosity! 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 It’s time to fill shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child!  Each box needs to be filled 

 with toys, school supplies and personal care items and marked whether for a girl or a 

 boy.  The deadline for dropping off filled and labeled boxes at the church is November 20, 

 2022.  For ideas on what to pack in your box, go to: 

 https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/pack-a-shoe-box/ 

 

 If you have any questions, contact Barbara Gow at barbaragow@gmail.com.  

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/pack-a-shoe-box/


 

Sharing-the-Light at Thanksgiving!  

When we give cheerfully and accept gratefully, everyone is blessed.  (Maya Angelou) 

    Thanksgiving is a joyous invitation to share the light of love and the light of gratitude in our world—especially in our  
needful world.   

    During the month of November, our faith community is invited to support our Sharing-the-Light Food Collection with  
non-perishable food items that may be traditional for Thanksgiving Day meals.  Our local Grafton Food Bank suggests these 
food items: 

 

   Canned vegetables   Canned cranberry sauce 
   Canned gravy    Canned broth 
   Canned fruit    Boxed/Bagged stuffing mix 
   Boxed instant potatoes   Pasta and pasta sauce 

 

     Friends and members of our church may hand-deliver these items on the first Sunday of this month (November 6) during 
Sunday worship.  Moreover, a sizable Sharing-the-Light Basket, featured in our Church Kitchen, receives non-perishable food 
items during the week.  All contributions are regularly transported to the Grafton Food Bank. 

     Bless you for sharing the light of compassion—a light that dissolves all walls between souls, families and nations! 

No one ever became poor by giving.  (Anne Frank) 

                             * * * * * 

 

 

 

Sharing the Fellowship:  In Community, We Are Stronger! 

 

We humans are defined by the communities we feed and nurture.    

 

      Sharing the Fellowship strengthens the sense of community for those who linger longer after Sunday worship  
     during our Time of Fellowship. 

 

      How may you strengthen our faith community by Sharing the Fellowship? 

 1.  On a Sunday morning, arrive at church by 9:45 a.m. 
 2.  Bring: 2 dozen edible treats (example:  cookies, muffins, sweet rolls and fruit) 
   Half gallon of fruit juice (Apple or mixed berry is most popular.)   
   Quart of Half & Half (for coffee and tea) 
 3.  Place food items requiring refrigeration into our Church Refrigerator. 
 4.  Assist the Deacon-of-the-Day in setting out: 
  Coffee cups  Napkins  Condiments 
  Drink cups  Paper plates  Pitcher for Half & Half cream 

 

Add your name to our Sharing the Fellowship Sign-Up Sheets in Fellowship Hall! 

 

A successful life consistently includes service to a community. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GRAFTON THRIFT SHOP 

VOLUNTEERS FOR NOVEMBER 2022 

 

Shop Hours:  Thursdays, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.; Saturdays, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Thursday - 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.     Saturday - 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Nov.   3 Joanne Hable     Nov.   5 April Lane 

 10 Joanne Hable 11 a.m. -1 p.m.    12 Kim Stewart  

  Melanie Peppard 1 p.m. - 3 p.m.   19 Diane Lalone 

 17 Joanne Hable 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.   26 Susan Filippone 

  Melanie Peppard 1 p.m. - 3 p.m. 

 24  CLOSED - Happy Thanksgiving!  Sunday 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

        Nov. 20 April Lane, Melanie Peppard, 

          Lynne Flanagan-Tsombakos 

 

  

  

 Stop in to our 2nd annual Christmas Sale on Sunday, November 20 from 1 p.m. - 4 p.m.!  We will  

 have all of our Christmas items available for sale at our always “thrifty” prices!  Boy Scout Troop  

 107 will also be on site selling their fresh pine wreaths! 

 Are you looking for a volunteer opportunity to help with the church’s mission and the community? 

 The Thrift Shop is seeking new volunteers who would like to help out on Tuesday mornings to sort 

 through donations or to work in the shop for 2 or 4 hours on Thursdays or Saturdays.  Specifically, 

 we would love someone who could work at the shop from 1 p.m. - 3 p.m. on Thursdays, once or  

 twice a month.  Please contact April Lane at aprild5850@yahoo.com. 

 Donations are accepted during Shop hours on Thursdays and Saturdays, from 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.  If you  

 have any questions about the Shop or donating, please contact April Lane at aprild5850@yahoo.com  

 or at 508-839-5850. 

 



     

       

    

November Birthdays  

    David Hardwick 11/2  Oliver Drew  11/11  Joanne Wietrefe 11/13 

 Bernice Benoit 11/19  Rebecca Hise 11/23  Elizabeth Torres 11/25 

         Neston Melville-Jones     11/20 

  

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/UCCGrafton/ 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCD6O7WxciXwlnx1Ho1GVngg/videos 

https://twitter.com/GraftonUCC 

https://www.instagram.com/graftonucc/ 

 

 

 

 

CARE AND CONCERN CIRCLE 

          November 2022 
 

Join the Care and Concern Circle by keeping these people in your prayers now and throughout your week.  
 
 

If you have a special request for prayer that you want listed in the Care & Concern  
Circle, please call the church office:  508-839-4513.  Your prayer request may be included in 
the PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE during our online worship service on Sunday mornings. 
 
We pray for recovery, well-being and comfort for: 

 

  Family of June         Donald and Vidia   Amanda 

  Dotty          Louise and George   Ariana 

  Family of Chester        Carolyn    Linda 

            Helena 
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